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beckoned by the portrait of his ancestor to proceed after it,
a voice from the moving statue bids Elwina follow, "It then
lifted up a large picture, and taking the hand of Elwina, led
her through some dark passages into a wood at the back of
the castle. "* The author gives a crude explanation of this
miracle by informing the reader that the father of Elwina
was alive, and that he himself was standing in front of the
statue, when Edric caused the rude interference. This is one
instance more of the rationalizing forces playing on The
Cattle of Otranto. The author of The Castle of Mowbray also
makes use of prognostications in the style of Walpole. "Full
of the ancient prophecies, which foretold that a prince of
their country should ride crowned through London,
Llewellyn held in idea Edward conquered, and all England
at his disposal."2 The prediction comes true when the
severed head of Llewellyn is paraded through the streets of
London. Here we have the tentative, ineffective use of what
was to be handled later with exquisite art in The Bride of
Lammermoor and Anne of Geierstein.
To summarize briefly, we see how intimately The Castle
of Otranto was connected with the so-called historical tales
discussed .above. The name of Horace Walpole was defin-
itely allied with the new type of novel even in the opinion of
the contemporary critics. On this score the evidence of the
reviews is of inestimable value. The Critical said in a notice
of The Castle of Mowbray^ in 1788, "The Heroic novel,
where characters are taken from real life, is a pleasing kind
of composition; but it is the bow of Ulysses and requires
strength as well as address to bend it. Our author possesses
neither. He has mutilated history, is unacquainted with the
human heart, and deficient in judgment; yet with these
defects, he enters the lists as the rival of Horace Walpole
and Miss Lee."8 The lack of distinction between the two
last mentioned writers is important.    Still better testimony
of the alliance of The Castle of Otranto with the new type of
fiction is afforded by The Monthly the same year in a review
of The Apparition, a novel of which, unfortunately, no copy
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